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'Moroccan Memories' Second Children's Art Exhibition

An exhibition of artwork by children aged between 5 and 14 from two supplementary schools, Avondale and Pimlico will be held at the Migrant and Refugee Community Forum (MRCF) in Ladbroke Grove. The event will take place on Wednesday 12th December with a private viewing for children and their parents, the exhibition will be then open to the public until the Friday (14th December).

The work is helping children to explore their cultural heritage and to engage with older generations and elders and forms part of an MRCF project - 'Moroccan Memories in Britain' funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund.

Although the majority of the children in both supplementary schools have a Moroccan background, there were other children who participated in the workshops from Afghanistan, Algeria, Bangladesh, and Mauritius. The children participated in a series of workshop sessions using creative writing, collage and photography as a platform to celebrate and discuss their identity and what it means to them to be living in the UK today. The workshops also provided an opportunity for children to express creatively their sense of heritage and identity in terms of their origins, community, family, heritage and how they see their future.

Commenting on her involvement with the project ten-year-old Sara said "I think this project is really good because we got to take pictures of what we wanted. I don't like the fact that it only goes on once a week, but I do like every thing else!" While Hanan, also 10, said that "it's like a dream come true, I never felt that I could show how I live".

The project workshops will continue next academic year in other project sites, not only in London but also among Moroccan communities in Edinburgh, Crawley, St Albans and Trowbridge.
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